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STUDENT GOVERNMENT

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN                       

1 University Station, A6210 · Austin, TX 78712-0810

(512) 471 – 3166 · Fax: (512) 471-3408 · http://www.utsg.org


Student Government Assembly Meeting

November 29, 2011

I. Call Meeting to Order
7:05
II. First Roll Call

III. Approval of Minutes 
No amendments to the minutes
IV. Guests
a. Austin: he would like to strengthen the assembly. Give the assembly more leadership. Needs help getting feedback to strengthen in the assembly with reform. Postpone appointments till after the break, Natalie is fine with this. Motion to move appointments till after
b. Jerrad from the Austin Stone: Event, 2600 pancake gives away 9-1. Before the city network, brings together nonprofits, 2-5 dollar donations. On speedway plaza. Helps charities for the holidays
V. Open Forum

VI. Ex-Officio Reports
a. Senate of college Councils: TPAC open forum tomorrow, Butler with details. Moving on budget rather than tuition, keep in touch with each college council. Voting on Study abroad pamphlet, all the information you would want in one place, senate been working with Powers, Student task force to work on items

b. SEC: Wed: film committee showing Love Actually, SAC auditorium, Thurs: 30 mins or less at 6-9pm. Awesome Study Break. 
VII. Pending Appointments: Motion, with a second to push appointments to next meeting. Has to happen by the first meeting next year. Voting on postponing till next meeting: 17 votes. 1 vote to postpone. Motion to postpone passes
a. Men's Athletic Council - Madison Gardner

b. Women's Athletic Council - Anna Meyerson

c. Central Austin Neighborhood Planning Action Committee - Daniel Evans

d. Counseling and Mental Health Center Advisory Board - Louis Armendariz

e. Diversity and Equity Advisory Council - Ashley Baker

f. Library Council - Ilse Quijano, Louis Armendariz

g. Soft Benefits Working Group - Patrick White

h. Student Organization Safety Board: Louis Armendariz

i. Task Force on Undergraduate Graduation Rates - Ilse Quijano

VIII. Deputy Advisor Report

a. Melinda Sutton, Deputy to the Dean of Students – msutton@mail.utexas.edu
i. ESB apps: those apps have been open again, notify anyone who is interested. Submit by noon on Friday. 
IX. Executive Reports

a. Natalie Butler, Student Body President – natalie.e.butler@gmail.com
i. People waiting for appt. are already sitting on coms

ii. Union Underground: sketch, outdated, gloomy. Pool tables and bowling there now. We would like pinball, ping pong, full bar, TVs to watch games. Research in other Undergrounds and how they work and what they have. Food and/or a bar have been looked in. Now they are researching other schools, committee is open right now. Underground is used a lot by the Austin community. Would like to make it more attractive
iii. VP of Student Affairs, open till December 5th. Info is posted in multiple places. Committee is not doing work till looked through apps.

iv. PSAC?? Creating a more student friendly interface on the UT website. Improving UT direct to have all information in one centralized place. The IPhone and Mobile app are good examples of easy to access sites. Things to see on the webpage: Mobile strategy is one of the top five priorities, making Blackboard more accessible to IPhone app, GPA calculator, option to style after MyEdu. Everything accessible on Blackboard, What I Owe, class schedule, waitlists…etc.

v. Career Services: all information is accessible to anyone on any scale and situation. Advising for specific situations.

vi. ATM: wants to preserve the rivalry, getting spirit groups to keep rivalry alive. Aggies still want to come play with us, thoughts are welcomed about rivalry and the future

vii. TPAC: recommendations, most student involved TPAC, open forums are new and used by student. TPAC surveys open to all? TPAC didn’t implement survey as different colleges have different forms of communication. Town halls, survey and feedback specific to college. All of Deans and CTPACs brought in feedback, CTs could have sent in their own feedbacks, but neither came in person to TPAC, just in writing. Open Forums were highly publicized, diverse opinions in Open Forums. The campus is in harsh financial realities in which tuition is required to be raised to not have other things on campus be cut. In OFs, students were listening and became aware of process of tuition and budget. Keeping information open to students to keep updated. Faculty never emailed or contacted for TPAC, tuition increases secure teachers jobs. Final TPAC forum is Wednesday, 4:00pm Avia Auditorium in Aces? 
b. Ashley Baker, Student Body Vice President – ashleyv.baker@gmail.com
i. Update on Shuttle Bus: Shuttle Bus has to reduce their budget, anyone interested involved should contact Ashley. 

ii. BIG 12 presentation: Nov 17-20: Big 12  conference, presentation on Welcome Week, along with Amanda and Billy, talked about Sure Walk, Longhorn Boots, school interested in fundraising. Interesting facts: City relations person sits on City Council, here we don’t have that kind of influence, other SGs differ than ours, they have millions of dollars on budget, and other schools can raise student fees. Other SGs, our senate and other branches are under one umbrella. Other Sgs have systems similar to our government’s system. Safe Ride Programs being implemented. Other schools have point systems as well, different but same concept. We don’t have to pay money to send campus wide emails like other big 12, held a concert for rush in other big 12 to showcase SG. We are loved. 

iii. Elections: Kansas elections runs on a slate: same two tickets every year KUnited wins every year, very closed, President picks Sg presidents. Budget for campaign is several 1000 dollars, 6 week campaign; we have a week or two... Iowa: senators get certain amount of sigs to get on ballot. No budget in other Big 12 schools
iv. Bring back: Presidents Council, leaders of big orgs, KU has and it is beneficial, State of the student body Address, alternative spring Breaks program, doing community service rather than vacation, Unity tailgate, Sending Sg letter to all students. 

v. Amanda’s idea: Themed meetings to get people to come to meetings

vi. Baker, Amanda and Billy have all and any information about their trip and other schools

c. Andrew Townsell, Chief of Staff – andrew.townsell@gmail.com
i. Transfer Student Town Hall: good turnout, Transfer student orientation, needs and how to make it better, business with said people to work on orientation

ii. GLE comparable to Student Leadership Summit, combine forces? A week after, meeting this Thursday

iii. Leadership and Service: mentor relationships with UT Elementary

iv. ATM: Carpool people, road blocks and liabilities, talked with Dean Lily and Mindy, progress is hopeful. Interested, questions, concerns, ideas, talk to Andrew

v. LLAs project to make a binder for each agency, with tabs and summaries, progress, everything documented. Leaving road map for future administration. Agency directors should be open to LLAs

d. Sydney Fazende, Communications Director – sydneyfazende@gmail.com
i. Printing Newsletter open next semester

ii. Jester Satellite Office being redone

iii. Jan 9th, Transfer Student Info Session about Sg
e. Madison Gardner, External Financial Director – jmgardner22@gmail.com
i. Urgent to donate and give toys for Orange Santa gifts: gift cards, sports equipment, wallets, purses, appeal to teenagers. Friday Dec. 2nd is the last day. 

ii. Thanksgiving Potluck dinner: thank you to everyone who came, pots and pans need to be picked up by those who came. Please bring your dishes. They have not been cleaned. 
f. Ilse Quijano, Internal Financial Director – quij.ilse@gmail.com
i. Reminders: Student Orgs and those who had appropriations, deadline to spend is this Friday by 4 pm

ii. Director of appropriations working to get a better space for appropriations.

iii. Working on any initiatives, applying, spending, question of the fore mentioned, please talk to Ilse
g. Louis Armendariz, Administrative Director – louis.m.arm@gmail.com
i. Thanksgiving Potluck was a hit!

ii. Integrate excitement of Potluck with new ideas of Sg Mix at 6

iii. Tabaco Survey sent out by Paige Velasquez: Tabaco tox form? Debate hosted on Wednesday in the last week of January, smoking on campus vs. smoking off campus. Wants sg to co-sponsor. Student voice is welcomed. 
X. Agency Director Reports 
i. City relations: opportunity for UT sg to get reps on Austin city council, in the near future, assembly has passed resolution for single member districts. Austenite’s for geographic representation plan to put a student on redistricting commission and proposing ten member system ten city council members, chance for UT students, students got to polls and votes polls for district. UT students represented on Austin city council. Working with students in sg and senate already. If interested contact
ii. Liquor store behind Cuatros, san Gabriel and 24th, send out email last week with issues, boiled down to zoning issue. Concerns over property owner have not participated in being part of the process. Any concerns with reps with location and store itself.

John lawler: applicant withdrew zoning problems, during thanksgiving week, no liquor store as of right now

XI. Representative Reports
a. Yaman: joint committee and higher education debate. Dean music? Ways to better integrate first year students to come on campus, camp idea, OAS and camp Texas to better the experience on campus in general, admin office hours for students to come talk dean lily is excited about this. Office hours Dec. 1 Tues 1230-2 and weds to talk to dean lily. Invest in Texas, inform yamin if you want to join, first meeting Sunday at 2 in sg office, cool initiative for hometown reps, talking to reps back at home, send stuff during winter break, sign up for list serve come to meetings

b. Lawler: Blanton bike around, three on bike committee with a grad student, suggested for design comp for bike link in Blanton. Resolution of bike pathway through Blanton. Parking meter town hall during next semester, we feel it to be wrong, beginning of next semester, write resolution when we get back talk to lawler if interested. Cola ctpac had open forum, be at tpac forum tomorrow night single member districts, Austin has carter revision committee, single member districts, we proposal for ten member districts and no at larges, come out and help, we are interested as students. Council member Martinez, neighborhood walk through, stealth dorms, attack these dorms but it is affordable for students, put to rest of issues of horrid houses with neighborhood. Email chain about Texas fight song. Issues on other things on campus wide ballot. We as an assembly can put some issues on ballot. Any interest talks to lawler. 
c. Rosenthal: over winter break, resolution in database or question or feedback or help write WHAT contact. 

d. Amanda: initiative to comprise first year handbook, keep with publication transform bevo bulletin to something more appealing meeting with dean lily and biggs, comments on helping on what freshman should know. Amanda_goodson@ymail.com
e. Leonard and Roberts: flyer like sg’s for business school and own colleges. Line out diff agencies for each school so students know what to get involve in. 

XII. Unfinished Business
The Election Code: 

Matt: first meeting prior to 24th election Feb 29 and March 1st, can’t change date till general election. When kids get filing, need code. We need code tonight. Can’t make changes till after Feb 1st which is four weeks till before general election date, can change filing deadline, can start after that first day 

Lawler: send cod to committee, come back to meeting, pass it then use it for election

Matt;

Yaman:  move filing week prior to later

Matt not changing ab4, amending something previously adopted. 

Yaman: move filing Jan 25th, 
Blazer: not move it to certain date if we amend it permanently
Yaman: second wed of spring semester at 9am, was second

Lawler: change election code without telling anyone?

Matt: motion just to amend the time of filing of 2011 election code. This is not av4 we are amending.  We are changing a governing document no debate so vote: this is a motion, without debate, objections to question

Yaman: we are in debate

Ragsdale: we amend code we aren’t using

Matt: no changes, we will file this code

Lawl: is this necessary. Motion for 5 minute recess

Matt: it is passed. Period of debate for yaman’s amendment, majority of total membership. We need four more people to make quorum ten minutes recess. Another quorum check, 23 after recess. We need one more person. No quorum we can’t do anything but no announcements. 
Blazer: emergency meeting on Tuesday during dead week. 

Matt: moving to announcements. Moved to AB4
XIII. New Business

a. AR 23 – In Support of Creating a “Small Council Coalition” 
i. Second to allow rules of AR 23 Bernadette
ii. Julian and Bernadette about Ar23: Student activities increase, through senate make a coalition and engage people in networking activities and to get others to work together to work coherently. Open to any college, option to join. Merge Senate and Sg together. Large councils helping smaller councils and vice versa. There is fast-track justification 

Laurel: how would this be posed?

Julian: Presidents meeting and then deciding on actions afterwards

Yaman: has senate pass resolution for this

Julian: trying to pass details over break and work on Ar23 next semester, take a month to get details worked out

Yaman: deals more with senate than Sg, inappropriate for Sg to give input. Pass through senate first then senate
Julian: open to changing it to fit everyone thoughts, sg doesn’t have to participate, disconnect in student participation in councils, coalition to integrate sg reps into council. Not primary goal to delegate senate’s job

Yaman; primary goal to have council or presidents and senate with sg reps? Senate pres and members of senates works on coalition is different than sg coming into play

Ragsdale: increase attendance in council programs? Increase..?

Julian: water view of expectations and constraints on councils. Large councils and colleges setting example and having them share ideas and thoughts with smaller councils

Bernadette: small number of people working together but need more people to get a view on what people want instead of standing up for masses

Rags: larger college into coalition/

Julian: large councils are ready to participate, some

Carlson: clauses, only 1 rep of sg makes it harder for college?

Bernadette: yes, disconnect on what person believes and what college believes. 
Lawler: resolution, demanding or pushing councils to do anything particular?

Julian: main reason for not passing right now, buzz will be created after it is passed and so energy level would not be left

Lawler: intent is not to create an ultimate form or structure, just says sg supports idea

Julian: beginning stages

Yaman: move to extend questions, councils of pres not exist already?

Julian: already here but needs to be specific?

Yaman: if they are already meeting, what would be diff with small and large vs. meeting now with council pres

Bernadette: diff in interest, want to get things down

Julian: lots of talk with grads and not all of them are interested in everything talked about, not productive

Fassio: motion to extend by 2 questions: Passed

Fassio: specific situation this would be implemented

Julian: general example about matter large has one opinion smalls don’t have the same opinion, it would be very productive to have an avenue to talk about this outside legs setting

Fassio: how will this be implemented

Julian: 50/50 in terms of splitting. Colleges see things differently than other colleges and councils 

Bernadette: engineering expo, her school can’t put together by them self, so cling on to someone

Julian: smalls can’t make ctpac like larger councils, ways larges and smalls talk 

Phillip: round table, informal, why resolution fast is tracked to let this happen

Pink: pass now so details can be hashed during break

Phillip: informal so why need formal declaration

Bernadette: passing it through sg would give it more clout. We want to show that sg is actively interested in what senate wants to do. Get this done now .

Yaman: motion to extend by 1 question, 2nd
Yaman: 11 small councils or pres have said they are supportive of this

Bernadette: senate financial directors of years past said this was a good idea, grad school of info agreed

Julian: talked to pres through email, only positive feedback

Matt: no extension: three things should be under new business. In favor of fast track ar 23

Carlson: you can’t use fast track on this

Matt; so he is right for once. So objections, nope. VOTE. All in favored to fast track to unfinished business

Lawler: clarify motion on floor

M: Ar23 fast tracked justified to unfinished business. Favor: FAST TRACKED
Lawler: Amendment to further resolved, the student government of the university of Texas at Austin encourages the Senate of college councils be consulted during the creation of the coalition 

Matt: we are in debate

Yaman: objection, sg is telling senate to do something, not our place and not our relationship to senate. Issue with resolution, we shouldn’t be telling them what to do, senate might see this as a less chance to do anything if sg is watching

Lawler: merit of resolution as the whole they are required to work with senate, coalition is created. Sg can vote it down

Laurel: can we compromise on the amendments

Matt: favoring to take amendment 15 yes 5 no PASSES

Yaman: waits to move for senate to go over this

Matt: second to move till second meeting next semester objections to postponement opposed vs. not

Yaman: motion to close debate
Matt: Debate is closed. Ar23 till 2nd meeting of the spring semester 20 vote. Postponed till second meeting of next spring. 

b. AB 4 – Student Government Election Code for 2012 Elections
Martinez: a lot of work still needed, introducing and not fast tracking so we can make changes over the break. Still open to changes from everyone about anything. 

Matt: questions?

Amanda: where are we putting first year elections?

Girl: a lot of things needed to be changed or added

Matt: committed to Internal Affairs

c. AR 24 – In Support of Changing the Words to the Texas Fight Song

Stewart: think about it over Christmas break to gather thoughts to discuss song

Blazer: express opinions of absent reps

Matt: turned down, any other question on wording and intent. 

Amanda: where did the motivation come from, is it personal?

Stewart: a lot of people coming to view opinions

Pugliese: referendum, should that happen before this or in this legislation

Stewart: keep original intentions. Whole month of December to discuss everything, I have gotten feedback. There is a fb group. 

Laurel: goes to committee and then comes back to us. Student feedback from mainly Facebook or from where? Where to draw majority of student impute?

Where is “here is what the student’s said to me…”
Stewart: over break and when we get back to put input

Matt: referendum, assembly can put an question to election for students to vote. Instead of us passing it, put it on ballot for students. Committed to external affairs

XIV. Announcements
a. Martinez: quorum needed for relevancy.

Matt: wait for chase to get quorum…..still waiting for chase…

Announcement waiting for quorum. Recess for five minutes

b. Stewart: Can’t alter fight song without first seeing racism in our School song first says Blazer for not here rep

c. Martinez: give feedback on election code so we can pass it out during first meeting of next semester, you are able to email. 

d. Roberts: getting feedback of silver spurs and cowboys on changing songs, Canon guy is for removing it a.k.a TJ. Still about 75% say no

e. Bernadette: Texas fight song, a lot of students don’t want to change, a lot from coming from LHB students. AR23 is postponed but comments are welcomed through email and during Christmas break.

f. Guy in black outfit: out of sg, of our 50,000 students, to not allow things like tonight to happen again, a.k.a. quorum.  Do better
Matt: Jan 17th is first meeting of next semester. 

XV. Second Roll Call

XVI. Adjournment
