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Student Government Assembly Meeting

September 13, 2011

I. Call Meeting to Order
II. First Roll Call
III. Approval of Minutes
IV. Guests
V. Open Forum
a. Uwana Akban – Grammy U – Reminder about Grammy U Kickoff, tomorrow, main mall, DJ Spinderella (Salt-n-Pepa), Paul Wall, food, 6:00-8:00

VI. Ex-Officio Reports
a. Manny Gonzalez – First meeting was a success, Natalie will tell you about UT System Advisory Board meeting, I am on Graduate Student’s committee as the vice-chair, will be discussing health care. Come to next weeks meeting, look forward to working with you all

VII. Appointments

a. Sam Leonard – McCombs School of Business CTBAC

i. Excited to be on CTBAC, will be using research skills to research intensively over tuition and budgets, I am a nerd, so I will work hard on this. Great with people, it will be a good time.

VIII. Deputy Advisor Report
a. Melinda Sutton, Deputy to the Dean of Students – msutton@mail.utexas.edu
IX. Executive Reports
a. Natalie Butler, Student Body President – natalie.e.butler@gmail.com
- The President's State of the University Address is tomorrow (Wednesday) at 4pm in the B. Iden Payne Theatre in the Winship Building.  I sincerely hope SG will show up to the event.  This is an important time for your university, and this is a great opportunity to hear first hand about President Powers' vision.  

- The Joint Oversight Committee for Higher Education Governance, Excellence, and Transparency meets next week on Wednesday, September 21st down at the Capitol. I will be there as much as I can be that day. Please contact me if you are interested in going, testifying, or submitting written testimony.  This is also an important issue facing our campus and I would love to see as many of you involved as possible. 

a. Let me know if you have any questions about either of these events.  Have a great rest of the week!
b. Ashley Baker, Student Body Vice President – ashleyv.baker@gmail.com
i. Updates next week, parking, room reservations
c. Andrew Townsell, Chief of Staff – andrew.townsell@gmail.com
ii. Wildfire Response – Madison and I have been working on behalf of SG to coordinate a pretty large event, the approach is to do a physical donations drive, and as that phases out we want to look at monetary donation drives and long term voliunteering, we will be tabling over the next two weeks and then gathering volunteers, we want to do a City-wide holdup for Texas, we want to mobilize people quickly so it is still a current event, we have a lot to do and not much time to do it, if you want to get involved please let me know, Madison will be giving you more details, Kenton wanted me to remind yall that the mentor application is due Friday, we want to make FLO more involved with SG, and by having lots of mentors involved in SG we can do that
d. Sydney Fazende, Communications Director – sydneyfazende@gmail.com
iii. Out for spirits

iv. Website updates are rolling in, she has famazing publicizing ideas, think pottermore with a twist, suicide prevention week is next week, we are in charge of tabling on Monday the 19th, tabling from 10am to 2pm on gregory gym plaza, I am passing along a sign up sheet and an email list, please volunteer.
e. Madison Gardner, External Financial Director – jmgardner22@gmail.com
v. Wildfire Relief- ther have been a lot of people affected near austin, there are a few ways yall can get involved, we are tabling this week with SVB and SEC and the next week, we want 2 orgs to man tables a day, working together, Hold up for Texas is Saturday October 1st, we want to get as many organizations involved as possible, Longhorn boots were sold at the Texas Exes Tailgate, thanks Joseph Lee and John Lawler, it went well, Texas Exes were so kind to let us be there, its hard to project the sales, but we probably got about 10-15, which probably results to about 1300 dollars in the scholarship fund, I think moving forward we want to have a table at every home tailgate, if you want to help in the future, it is really fun, Juicy tart is going to have a profit-share for October, we get 10 percent of sales, get all of your friends to come, we could earn some good money, win.
f. Ilse Quijano, Internal Financial Director – quij.ilse@gmail.com
vi. Budget stuff was due last Friday at 4pm, we will be presenting the budget next week. We got 112,820 from SSBC, we were doing speaker circuiting, if you have any orgs interested let me know, Joseph will be talking about AR12 to get organizations to get their money in a timely manner
g. Louis Armendariz, Administrative Director – louis.m.arm@gmail.com

X. Agency Director Reports
a. Pranitha, LLA Director – Finally read all of the applications, interviews will be tomorrow, will be picking 20, thanks for being part of the panel

b. Eric Allen – Social Activities Director – I would like to say that we cannot do the IM sports for football, but we do have volleyball spots, email me at Eric.allen@mail.utexas.edu, I want to get to know the reps, email me, we will be getting coffee, I am buying, I am going to a Japanese music concert, you can come with me!

XI. Representative Reports
a. Laurel Pugliese – SA will be meeting tomorrow at 7, we want to meet every week (mostly) and work on stuff as a committee, focus on a few things

b. Jeanette, Liberal Arts CTBAC – WE had a meeting this past Sunday and the next step will be a survey, will be looking for help getting it out, a lot to do with next year being a tuition setting year, I will be emailing yall about pipeline legislation

c. Yaman Desai – CTBAC will be looking at Graduate Student Helath Insurance, I want to thank Andrew, Natalie, and Madison for involving the assembly in the bastrop fire situation, kick-off for suicide prevention week is on Monday in gregory plaza from 10-2, be sure to attend the workshop, Tejas coffee this week will be the regent Alex Cranberg, will be discussing issues about the UT System, Thursday at 9, Tejas House, 2600 Rio Grande

d. Jeanette Martinez – Its liberal arts week, LAC has been putting on several events, if you love liberal arts go sign the wall in West mall, support your college!

e. Matt Hicks – Name cards disappeared, printing more, to encourage communication, list serv is a conversation piece as well as an announcement tool

XII. Unfinished Business
a. AB 2 – Representative Outreach Initiative

i. As Natalie said earlier, we have reached out to several organizations, and so many people support this, but they have problems with the rewards system, because they don’t think we deserve rewards for doing what we were elected to do, so we removed the rewards section, but the rep who gets the most points will be recognized at the celebration of leadership. Enforcement – It would go through the EA committee and would make a recommendation to the IA committee, who would make a recommendation which would go to the assembly, who would decide the punishment. We didn’t want to create harsh punishment of fines. Taylor Ragsdale talked to Business Council, and they thought that students who only received like 2 points should lose their position.

ii. Amendment – Recognition – “The Representative with the most points during each term will be recognized at the Leadship Celebration with the Outreach Award” – Amendment passes

iii. Amendment – Enforcement – “The Decision made by Internal Affairs must be approved by the aseembly by ¾ vote, and if an appeal is wished 

iv. Carlson – Move to amend by striking the enforcement section in its entirety, objected

v. Thompsen – In EA meeting, we discussed removing the enforcement clause, but if you do that it loses its purpose, and that’s the decision we came to

vi. Carlson – I don’t think it is purposeless – This is well written, enforcement isnt needed, this needs to be written into the bylaws, so it can’t be changed upon a whim, I don’t think impeachment should be an option for 8 points, it has a purpose, just tracking the points allows you a weapon of election. 

vii. Thayer – 8 points would be the entire course of the term, also, as far as what was added to the enforcement section is that it would go back to the assembly for approval, we wanted to make sure punishment was deemed fair, were not looking to kick someone out because of this, it would be going through 2 committes, EA and IA, anyone can go to those meetings, and then it would go back to the assembly

viii. Zhao – The legislation says long semester for 8 points

ix. Pharmacy – After getting to know other organizations, I have learned some people don’t even have requirements because they put all of themselved into those organizations, we shouldn’t have requirements, much less enforcement, we are here to serve students

x. Ragsdale – My person opinion, SG has a crappy reputation for outreach, assemblies before us have proved that we do need enforcement, I believe that if you just come to meetings on Tuesdays, you arent being a good representative, this is motivation, the enforcement keeps us accountable, we arent asking for a lot, it’s a minimum requirement

xi. Carlson – 1 last thing, if we are going to put impeachment on the line, we want to put this into the bylaws and we want to look at the requirements for a year and see exactly how it works, if you are looking at rules, you have to look at worst-case scenarios, impeachment is possible

xii. Thayer- This has been a big task for us, striking enforcement is counter-intuitive towards what we have been trying to accomplish. If we counter-actively see that 8 points is too many, we can go back and change that. I have seen representative not come to meetings and not stay involved in my three years at SG. 

xiii. Carlson – Lets keep talking about enforcement, strike it down, and fix it and add it when we see fit

xiv. Thayer – I think this is the best we can do now, they have been working on it for a long time, why not try to draft something, were not perfect, lets give it a try

xv. Desai: Point of information: Long-semester?

xvi. Thayer: Change that?

xvii. Vote: 9 yes, 16 no, 1 abstention, fails

xviii. Move to postpone by 2 weeks (carlson)

xix. Objection

xx. Debate

xxi. Covington: There are spelling errors, do we really want to pass something with spelling errors. There is no need to pass it tonight, discuss it more, fix it, why rush it?

xxii. Thayer: Have you been to any of the meetings where we discussed this? We have postponed it several weeks, I don’t appreciate you showing up and claiming there are spelling errors

xxiii. Covington: I don’t appreciate you calling me out on my attendance, we don’t want to set that precedent. We don’t have to pass it tonight, why don’t we wait and perfect it in two weeks and then pass it?

xxiv. Thayer: Why don’t you just put the amendments up tonight? If you see a spelling error, why don’t you just amend it? WE have delayed this for several weeks already, and we have reached out to reps, and it has been changed, would it change more if we delayed it longer?

xxv. Carlson: This is ripe for discussion, and there is still stuff to fix. Every week we have delayed it there have been substantial changes, we need to delay this and fix it, it wont kill the bill

xxvi. Thayer: If we are to postpone it and put it into another committee, I ask that we fully review it and that those of you who offered last minute changes come and voice your opinions

xxvii. Leonard: Right version?

xxviii. Vote: Motion fails

xxix. Desai: Move to recommit to IA

xxx. VOTE:  22 Yes, 1 No

xxxi. Committed to IA

XIII. New Business


a. AR 11 – In Support of Geographic Representation for Austin City Council
i. Desai: Geographic Representation would create districts in city council elections, right now a small portion of the city controls majority vote of all of the city council seats. This will ensure better representation for austinites, we would have a UT representative who would specifically represent student interests

ii. Ragsdale: Why is Austin only one of three cities that hasn’t done this?

iii. Citizens have fought this, West of Hyde Park has historically controlled the voting, we have had a gentlemen’s agreement to allow a hispanic and an african american representative

iv. Ragsdale: So this would get rid of the ethnic seats and make it population based?

v. Desai: Yes, there would be district representation

vi. Committed to Legislative Affairs, meeting tomorrow Wednesday at 10PM in the SG office
vii. Lee: Move to hear AR 12
b. AR 12 – 
i. We have been doing appropriation interviews, tomorrow is our last day, we want to go over those applications tomorrow, and since we don’t have a budget, we want to have an idea of how much money we can spend. We are asking for 20,000 dollars for appropriations. We arent necessarily spending it, but we want an idea of how much we can spend up to, and we will present an actual budget next week
ii. Thompson: How much is given 
iii. Committed to Financial Affairs
XIV. Announcements

a. Jeanette Martinez - IA is meeting Sunday at 7PM in the SG office

XV. Second Roll Call
XVI. Adjournment
