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Student Government Assembly Meeting

October 11, 2011

I. Call Meeting to Order 7:04

II. First Roll Call
III. Approval of Minutes APPROVED

IV. Guests
V. Open Forum
a. Laura Garcia – Non-profit called Color Cancer, were making shirts and going around to organizations to get people to sign up to get shirts, we have 22 orgs signed up, money raised goes to campus organizations that work with cancer awareness, were just trying to get orgs to show up, the shirt will say TEAM (YOUR ORG) and each member can get any color, color corresponds with a type of cancer, shirts are 15 dollars, we will be taking rolling orders until November 20th, having an event December 2nd where everyone will come and wear their shirts and spread cancer awareness. I gave my information to Katie Kornegay, if you look at our flyer, you can see my info, email me with your org’s information, we want to start getting orders in next week. If youre interested in supporting the cause, just let me know.

b. Diptoroop Mukherjee – Cowboys – On October 28th, cowboys Is having Harvest Moon with Josh Abbott and Jack Ingram, Cowboys will be having buses to transport people to and from the campus, I need to sell 35 tickets, If I cant sell them, I have to purchase them myself, 25 dollars each, face book me or get in contact with me after the meeting

c. Ben Calloway – Peace Corps – UT Campus Peace Corps Recruiter – Peace corps volunteers serve all over the world in a variety of different roles, for all UT students, faculty and staff I do campus relations and interviews, Info session Friday 1pm in Governor’s Room in Texas Union, if students have interests in service abroad, contact me, peacecorps@austin.

d. Louis Armendariz – Wildfire Relief – Ransom Notes, One Note Stand, Hum Acapella are putting on a free concert next Tuesday night to benefit wildfire victims. It is completely free, but they are asking for donations, Tuesday at 8pm in the Art Building Auditorium 1.102. 

e. Coleman Hemphill – Bastrop Fires – Thank Madison Gardener for asking me to come and speak, my Bastrop story comes from a roommate of mine whom we thought’s Grandparents had lost their home in the fires. We spent a week in Bastrop looking for different ways to volunteer. There is very little communication from one organization to another. Over the week we helped the organizations communicate and share with one another. It has been a fun experience, we raised 400 kots and 250 pillows, 26 foot trailer donated by UHAUL, it has been incredible to begin building long-term relationships with the pastors and the people affected by the fires. People have found hope through the catastrophe. What started with my one roommate led to a huge movement, ADRN, and now to speak and be involved with Student Government. I just wanted to make the point that this is something that is directly in our back door, and we have a huge opportunity to help support our neighbors, and just help support and express the joy that I have felt over the past few weeks, I want you all to volunteer, be group leaders, and bring people from your organizations to come volunteer. What has come from my little story and UT can really begin to be a model for what happens when other disasters hit. We can use our networks and resources to do incredible things. Again, I just want to remind people about what is going on on the 23rd and thank SG for what it is doing, I want to thank yall for yall time. 

f. Spencer – QSA – QSA is one of the model agencies of SG, we put on a number of events during the year, Queer Welcome Carnival, Coming out Week, End of the year event, and we have different speakers and events. It is the umbrella organization for 15 other campus groups that fall under us. Today is national coming out day, one of the groups under us, standout, had a door on Gregory plaza to support LGBTQ rights. What we want to do with QSA is to grow and expand and be good stewards of our resources. Our budget is decreasing, even though our reach is expanding, more events, more involved organizations. Some people may confuse us with the Gender and Sexuality Center, but we are different, they get funding from the Unions, the legislature tried to cut them completely. They have a split mission for two different communities, women and the LGBTQ community. QSA is just for the students who are queer identified that go under us

g. Viviana Aldous – Daily Texan -  I wanted to introduce myself and let you know that if you wanted to meet with me or our editorial board or our reporters, feel free to send me an email, let me know, if you want to publicize issues, we would love to sit down and talk to you all about that, we want you to consider writing a guest column, I cant garuntee we will run it, but we will read it. editor@dailytexanonline.com
h. Spencer Mainke – Director of QSA – We are trying to lobby for our budget, but we also want to just let you all know what we do. We are an agency of Student Government, but we are often grouped with the Gender and Sexuality Center. SG funds us, and we need that funding. GSC is open to the entire Austin LGBTQ community, while QSA is just for UT Students. We want to bring the community together and help provide resources for LGBTQ students. We love Student Government, and we ask for you rsupport 

VI. Ex-Officio Reports
a. Carisa Neitche – Three pieces of legislation, first is IDA, seconds is creation of Undergrad Research Methodology Certificate, Third is adding the Honor Code to the back of ID Cards. CTBACS and TPAC are still working to make tuition recommendations, if you have issues you feel need to be addressed contact your CTBAC. Senate will have its first ever Senate Tea, it will be to have conversations with administrators, and will deal with campus technology, learning systems, course surveys, etc

b. Reid Long – GSA – Passed first round of appropriations and GSA’s goals and objectives for the next year, both pieces of legislation can be found on our website, at our next meeting, Leslie Saucedo will be here to talk about the Tuition Remission and how it is a compensation Friday GSA is having a Happy Hour at 5pm at the Local Pub. GSA is hosting the PHD Comics movie. Two screenings at 7 and 9 pm, lines start at 6 and 8, same time next Tuesday.

c. Felicia, Executive VP – Shawshank Redemption, tomorrow 9pm, Thursday 6 and 9 horrible bosses, madrigal dinner, 14 16 and 18 dollars for tickets, four course meal, go on sale on Monday at utsec.org

VII. Appointments
a. Leadership and Service Policy Director- Jesse Hernandez
i. Natalie: First appointment is LSPD, works primarily with LLA and FLO, Jesse has a lot of experience on campus with freshman orgs

ii. Jesse: I wanted to use this time to elaborate on my experiences. My first year in SG I was an LLA for the VP at the time, second semester of my first year I filled one of the Natural Sciences Representative spots, I got to represent freshman students who didn’t have a representative at the time, I was also elected to my own term last year, I also did work within, Orientation Advisor. Ideas: Other than the ones in my application, centralized database for Freshman leadership opportunities

iii. Leonard: Database?

iv. Jesse: Freshman Leadership Organizations, basically an organization database with ways for freshman to get involved

v. Carlson: For Natalie: How many people applied?

vi. Townsell: We had the applications open for over a month, we received 3 applications

vii. Jesse: Freshman need someone to support the orgs

viii. Covington: Can you go through plans and initiatives for including FLO?

ix. Jesse: Bringing in FLO to SG Service like Bastrop Fire Relief and other things, want to see the freshman work together. Knots and Lots of Love (something they can do together)

x. Desai: Since it only has 2 agency directors, we left a space open for it to expand, especially for upperclassmen, do you have specifics on that?>

xi. Jesse: I don’t have specifics, but I think I have ideas for transfer students, in serving as an OA we developed a transfer student reception

xii. Thompson: move to extend by 1 question

xiii. Thompson: How do you plan to reach out to freshman who haven’t been involved in FLO or the LLA Program?

xiv. Database: Geared toward first-year students who aren’t already involved

xv. Vote: Approved
b. Non-Traditional Students Agency Director- Cesar Villarreal
i. Natalie: Brings a lot of enthusiasm and passion to the position

ii. Cesar: I originally applied for LSPD, I am happy to be NTSAD, my involvement as a freshman was minimal, I was involved in various organization, I got involved in many off-campus organizations, back home I am the South-Texas

iii. Carlson: Since your primary application was for another position, can you give us an example of an application initiative?

iv. Villarreal: I think as non-traditional students we should have parents, military, athletes, implementing programs for that

v. Covington: Miss Texas USA, what do you do with that?

vi. Cesar: Executive Assistant, been working since 2009, production, event scheduling

vii. Carlson: Does it concern you at all that there are general ideas and not nailed down specifics?

viii. Butler: No, LSPD can be tweaked, we just need enthusiasm

ix. Vote: Approved
c. Students with Disabilities Agency Director- Daniel Hung
i. Natalie: Daniel also originally applied for LSPD, agency director has stepped down, we wanted someone to step in and help plan and implement the programs, there is a similar issue here as the one you mentioned earlier Austin
ii. Daniel: Eagle Scout, leadership and service, I want to give back to SG and the University, I have held other positions, I want to work together with my policy director and the rest of SG to reach out to students with disabilities, we want to reach out to SSD
iii. Leonard: How familiar are you with SSD?
iv. Daniel: I looked at the website and familiarized myself with the services they offer
v. Leonard: What do they do?
vi. Sign Language Assistance, Test Assistance
vii. Carlson: Specific Initiatives?
viii. Daniel: Agency is new, not much to compare to, applied for LSPD, so I didn’t have specific initiatives, if I was approved I would get to work
ix. Carlson: I don’t doubt that Daniel… cant we wait and see some sample initiatives and allow them to fill out an application for this position?
x. Natalie: October is Disabilities Awareness Month
xi. Thompson: Will you be able to turn out or create an event on behalf of an agency for the month?

xii. Natalie: There is already a movie screening planned, you can talk to Andrew about it…

xiii. Vote: Hand Vote 24 – 0 -3

xiv. SWEARING IN
VIII. Deputy Advisor Report
a. Melinda Sutton, Deputy to the Dean of Students – msutton@mail.utexas.edu
i. Applications for ESB are available and out, I have contacted Sydney and I have asked that it be included in the newsletter and posted to the website. The deadline is next Thursday, tell anyone that is interested
IX. Executive Reports
a. Natalie Butler, Student Body President – natalie.e.butler@gmail.com
1. If any of you have gone through the risk management workshops for a student org, I want to talk to you, Dean of Students have been really receptive to our concerns and initiatives and have set a timeline as to when they will implement the changes

2. UBC will meet tomorrow – Talking about long-term things

3. TPAC open forum tomorrow at 4:00 in the Avaya Auditorium, invite people to the face book events, lots of tuition opinions, invite lots of people, the very beginning will be a brief overview of budget and TPAC process, the rest will be a forum

4. Joint Oversight on Excellence in Governance in Higher Education – I will be there, if you are interested in coming, let me know

5. I will be having office hours starting next week, which is a time for anyone in the student body and any representatives to pick my brain
b. Ashley Baker, Student Body Vice President – ashleyv.baker@gmail.com
i. How many of you guys signed up for IM volleyball? Let me know if you want to play. First game will be Sunday at 8PM, if you want to sign up for the team, send us your UTEID

ii. TPAC recommendations on optional fees

iii. Transportation Town Hall October 25th from 4 to 5 in this room, come express your opinions
c. Andrew Townsell, Chief of Staff – andrew.townsell@gmail.com
d. Sydney Fazende, Communications Director – sydneyfazende@gmail.com
i. Good evening, who has enjoyed winweek so far? It’s super excited, you guys have been a huge help, we have had over 167 unique people participate, our twitter followers have shot up, we are getting good publicity, I welcome all representatives to participate. Will continue until Friday. You have probably seen the raffle prizes in the satellite office

ii. We are bringing back the jester satellite office next week. We are going to do it by availability every two weeks. I will be passing out forms every 2 weeks, fill it out if you want to volunteer
e. Madison Gardner, External Financial Director – jmgardner22@gmail.com

f. Ilse Quijano, Internal Financial Director – quij.ilse@gmail.com
i. This month, October, is Juicy Tart fundraiser, invite your friends and go out and have froyo, we will be going after the meeting

ii. Hornsgive – We will be having a day of service Sunday October 23rd, let organizations know

iii. Class rings – 1,119 class rings sold, SG gets 5 dollars profit for each ring sold

iv. Excellence Fund Applications will be due October 31st, application is going up on the website

v. Appropriations Applications are due this Friday October 14th at 4pm

vi. Interviews are Sunday, Tuesday and Wednesday, if you are interested in the process, please sign up, I encourage all of you to come out. We will probably try to fast-track this bill so we don’t have to push back the workshop and spending

vii. I will be passing out interview sheets, if you have spare times please sign up
g. Louis Armendariz, Administrative Director – louis.m.arm@gmail.com
i. Longhorn Halloween – If you want to get involved, please let me know

ii. All SG members are required to go through a retreat – We are having an impromptu retreat for LLAs and first-year reps, if you have ideas let me or the exec board know
X. Agency Director Reports
a. Kenton Wilson – FLO –

i.  Mentors and mentees have been matched, reveal will be next Thursday at 7:15 in the UTC

ii. Blazer tag this week

iii. FLO retreat 11-2 in pease park on the 23rd
b. Katie Kornegay

c. Billy Calve and Holly Heinrich – Politipalooza

i. Looking for Organizations with civic engagement interests, we want to make Government fun for students, if you know a political organization who might be interested, get us in contact with them. There will be food, games, voter registration, trivia, etc
XI. Representative Reports
a. Veronica Fassio – October is Pharmacy Month, we will be having a health screening on October 25th from 1-6pm in Jester Concourse, if you are interested, just come on over, share this with faculty and staff

b. Matt Hicks – Spoke briefly on attendance, cant stress how important that is, a lot of yall are cutting it close, as reps you need to stay involved in general with SG

XII. Unfinished Business
a. AR 15 – Student Government Operating Budget for the 2011-2012 Academic Year
i. Lee: We met this last week, this is the budget we came up with, we are hoping to get your approval today

ii. Thompson: Can you point out changes?

iii. Lee: We split up the sure walk, we changed Underrepresented students, QSA, appropriations increased, special projects increased, business representative request, LLA

iv. Martinez: I amend to move 1,500 dollar from appropriations back to the QSA budget

1. Carlson: One very important thing to understand is that we went through this and determined what level of support is important for that organization. We are still supporting QSA a lot, because we think it is an important agency. If you look at it compared to the other agencies that do similar things for different populations. Even if you believe that we should give some of the funding back, 500 dollars of that I believe we shouldn’t give back, because they appropriate it often to organizations that we didn’t fund through appropriations, so they basically are bypassing the assembly and acting as the finance committee. 

2. Martinez: They asked for a lot more to begin with, and to cut them down even more than they already didn’t get is even worse. This cut is a big burden to them, they need a solid amount to help them fundraise, because I know they can fundraise.

3. Lee: The deal here is that they asked for 5,200 and we are only giving them 3,000, that doesn’t make any sense. Austin sent out an email to all of the agencies and asked them for clarification of expenses and even asked them to come to our meetings. Spencer came, and from what she told us, we were providing what they needed to run the organization. We can’t give them the 500 back, because they use it in their own appropriations. I would feel a lot more comfortable if they applied for special projects funds later. We are giving them a substantial amount to get them rolling

4. Desai: What we are trying to say is that they requested 5,000 dollar because they need this money. They are a model agency, do so much programming and work. They use this money and put it to good use, and are efficient about it. I think there is a misunderstanding on certain things like raising costs, because students don’t have the money to attend some of the events. These are the types of things that student government could be proud of. To address the appropriations, those organizations are part of QSA, we need to move it to 4,500 dollars because they are going to use it 

5. Carlson: The student organizations appropriations issue is not right, because. You say this is the money they need, but its under a certain paradigm. They have pizza parties and have 15 dollar tickets, but they can change that, and have paid tickets for those who can’t afford it. I take offense to the rhetoric that we are cutting them and hurting their events. We are supporting the true need, and they can find another way to create a better fund

6. Thorsten: When you are talking about the conference, your numbers are incorrect. In previous years, the tickets were 10 dollars, we raised them to 15 to anticipate budget cuts. We usually bring in nationally renown speakers ,but we are moving local. We have already done a ton of things to minimize the expense of the conference. We are trying to educate people across the camous and across the state. As for the student organizations, they are a part of QSA, and we have had 5 organizations that have started under us, which is important because our specific population requires people to be over them to take care of their needs, becausr the general UT population isn’t always hospitable

7. Leonard: 1500 dollars is a lot of money, there are a ton of organizations we have denied the funding for. 1500 dollars is 15 organizations we could give money to. IF they need more money, they can go through special projects to 

8. Butler: QSA is a part of SG, the need adequate funding, we want every agency to need 5,000 dollars for their funds. They do a lot of fundraising and put on great events. Ilse and I looked through their budgets, we would like you to restore the orginal amounts, because they do things that SG will be proud of

9. Rosenthal: Move to close debate, passed

10. Vote on amendment: 17 – 9 – 1, amendment passes

11. Carlson: Move to remove 500 dollars from QSA funding to appropriations

12. Debate:

13. Desai: These organizations are part of QSA, these aren’t just random organizations, QSA isn’t just throwing this money away, it is using it to fund great events. QSA does some of the best work is SG, we need to maintain their funding. Taking this money away is wasting our time

14. Carlson: This is a very different motion. We put the 1500 dollars back. This is a question of process, and I will get worked up about it. We have an appropriations process, and some of these organizations requested fundings, work around to QSA. This is clearly 500 dollars that these orgs can still get, blah blah

15. Thorsten: The organizations that are under us don’t really go through SG because we are an umbrella group. They ask through us because they are part of us. It would be like asking the LLAs to ask Natalie for funding. Three years ago we had a budget of 6,000 dollars, and we do so much more 

16. Zhao: Point of info: What do you mean when you say they are under QSA?

17. Thorsten: As Queer organizations, they report to us, we have monthly meetings, they request funding for their events

18. Lee: Hopefully what I am about to say will clear things up. The agency director came to our last meeting and told us that these organizations had applied for funding and didn’t get it, so they went around to us to QSA to get our money even though they were denied funds. Veronica said that if QSA is doing this, they shouldn’t.

19. Carlson: We did fund atleast one QSA-related project

20. Debate closed

21. Vote: Roll Call: 18-7 Amendment Passes

22. VOTE AR 15: Roll Call: AR 15 PASSES
XIII. New Business

XIV. Announcements

a. Townsell: Safety week was a huge success, we will be meeting to do a recap, if you have feedback let me know. We are working on revamping SURE walk. Phillip Wisemans Student Leadership Summit had been postponed. We have had problems getting attendance, we want to brand this more and get more feedback. Tentatively November 13th

b. Rosenthal: Nursing rep, everyone should go get a FLU shot, be healthy, there is a possibility that I am doing them next week, I want to see you

c. Fazende: Internal Newsletter is going out this week, invite your friends to face book events

d. Quijano: If you are interested in appropriations interviews let me know 

e. Butler: Friar Society Applications are out, get them in if you are interested

f. Electronic applications 
XV. Second Roll Call
XVI. Adjournment
